
 
Item Name Description Height 
Acronychia 
oblongifolia - 
Common Acronychia 

A small to medium rainforest tree with striking bright white fruit that is 
produced during autumn and winter.  A good food source for birds 
and can be eaten by humans, although they are quite acid. 12m 5-12m 

Acronychia 
pubescens - Hairy 
acronychia 

Fast growing and adaptable tree with broad, furry, trifoliate leaves, 
white flowers and clear yellow aromatic fruits with a sweet, refreshing 
and fragrant flavour. Prefers good soil and protection from frost. 4-10m 

Acronychia 
wilcoxiana - Silver 
Aspen 

Bushy small tree with dark, shiny leaves and pretty white edible fruit. 
Hardy in coastal areas in full sun, provided water is available. 3-8m 

Alectryon coriaceus - 
Beach Alectryon 

Shrub or small tree with bushy, light-green foliage, cream flowers and 
eye-catching, bird-attractive, red & black fruit. Hardy in coastal 
conditions and moderately fast growing. 1-6m 

Alphitinia petrea - 
Pink Ash 

Very fast small to medium tree. Excellent pioneer species with open 
crown of rounded green leaves with silver backs. Bird attractive. Full 
sun. 8m 

Alpinea coerulea - 
Native Ginger 

A versatile plant for Aboriginal people. The ginger tasting roots were 
eaten and the flesh from the bright blue fruit. The large leaves were 
thatched and used to make shelters and to wrap food for cooking. 2m  
Brilliant red under leaf. 2m 

Aristolochia  
praevenosa - 
Richmond Birdwing 
Vine 

A vine of temperate subtropical rainforests.  The vine attracts one of 
the largest and most spectacular butterflies and is considered an 
endangered species. Plants require support on which to climb, a 
trellis, a fence or over a stump. Vine 

Arystera distylis - 
Twin-leaved 
Coogera 

Small tree, with showy pink new leaf growth in winter, fruits are 
developed in summer and are bird attracting. Hardy once 
established.  6-7m 

Austromyrtus dulcis - 
Midjim 

A low spreading shrub with dainty foliage developing a reddish shade 
in colder climates.  The  white tea tree like flowers are followed by 
sweet edible mauve-white speckled berries.  A very decorative 
groundcover. 0.5m 

Cissus antarctica - 
Water Vine 

Great ground cover or screening plant that is very hardy, however 
looks its best when watered and feed well. Common food source for 
rainforest pigeons in late summer. Vine 

Cordyline petiolaris - 
Broad leaved palm 
lily 

This is an excellent container plant with unusual foliage. It may be 
multi-planted for good effect but needs a good big pot to reduce the 
risk of being blown over in the wind. An under story rainforest plant. 
2m 4m 

Cordyline stricta - 
Narrow-leaved palm 
lily 

Medium shrub found in all major types of rainforest north of Sydney 
to the McPherson Range. An elegant plant  with purple to black fruit, 
well suited to smaller gardens to create a lushious rainforest feeling  3m 

Cryptocarya 
laevigata - Glossy 
Laurel 

A native rainforest shrub appearing in subtropical rainforests north of 
Lismore.  A highly ornamental tree with dark, glossy foliage and 
bunches of small, yellow flowers followed by striking bright-red fruit. 4m 

Cupaniopsis 
anacardioides - 
Tuckeroo 

An attractive, fast growing and hardy small to medium tree well suited 
to coastal areas. Good wildlife food source. Makes a excellent street 
tree or pioneer in reforestation. 9m 

Cupaniopsis 
parvifolia - Small 
leaved Tuckeroo 

 A hardy small tree with a spreading crown creating good shade. 
Small panicles of pale flowers are followed by bird-attracting fruits. 
Tough in drier sites, reasonably fast requiring little care. 6-9m 

Davidsonia pruriens 
var jerseyana - 
Davidson's Plum  

An outstanding small tree that prefers warm conditions and some 
shade. Striking edible purple fruits that make excellent jam. The 
var.jerseyana is the southern form which is generally a larger plant 
than its the northern var. pruriens.   8m 

Davidsonia puriens - 
Davidsons Plum 

Outstanding small tree for warm position or indoors. Large pinnate 
leaves & many-trunked habit make it a striking specimen plant. The 
edible purple fruits make excellent jam. Prefers some shade. 8m 

Dianella caerulea - 
Blue flax-lily 

An evergreen tuft-forming perennial.  Produces panicles of small star-
shaped flowers in summer.  Flowers followed by blue berries. 0.5-1m 

Diploglottis campbelli 
- Small leaf tamarind 

Small to medium sized tree with dense crown.  Fruit is a light brown 
thin-walled capsule to 6cm across containing seeds enclosed in a 
fleshy aril. Can be kept as a neat and attractive compact rainforest 
tree 10-12m 



Erythrina vespertilio - 
Batswing coral 

Scarlet pea-flowers in spring occur usually when the tree is leafless. 
Birds are attracted to the showy flowers. 6 to 10 metres 5-10m 

Ficus coronata - 
Sandpaper fig 

This small fig occurs along watercourses in Rainforest and open 
areas.  An attractive tree with sandpapery leaves and edible fruit. 
Grows densely in full sun, less so in shade. Very good for stream 
bank stablilisation. 6-10m 

Glochidion 
ferdinandi - Cheese 
Tree 

Fast growing bushy tree with spreading crown of smooth shining 
leaves. Pretty foliage and red fruits shaped like miniature round 
cheeses that are highly attractive to birds. A hardy pioneer tree which 
looks best in full sun. 6-8m 

Hicksbeachia 
pinnatifolia - Red 
Bopple Nut 

An attractive spreading tree with glossy leaflets. Flowers are 
insignificant. Showy fruits occur during winter and are two-lobed, 
yellow or red with large black seeds. 7m 

Hymnosporum 
flavum - Native 
frangipani 

Masses of yellow or white flowers that are heavily scented in Spring 
and beautiful dark green foliage. The fruit is a brown, greasy-looking 
capsule covered in hairs, and splits in the middle to release papery 
brown seeds.  15m 6-10m 

Lomandra hysterix - 
Forest Mat Rush 

An under story plant that can be used as a bush food.  The base of 
the stems are eaten with leaves being used to make baskets. 1m 

Lomandra longifolia - 
Mat Rush 

A grass-like plant with dense tussocks of narrow straplike leaves from 
deep green to bluish green.  Yellow and cream blossoms have a 
delightful honey smell. 1m 

Macaranga tanarius 

Very fast growing, vigorous tree for exposed sites. The broad heart 
shaped leaves are distinctive and ornamental. Suitable for 
shelterbelts, initial rainforest regeneration and as a background 
foliage plant in the garden. 4-6m 

Melastoma affine - 
Blue Tongue 

Widespread native, very attractive bushy shrub with dark green 
leaves and large pink to mauve flowers over many months. Also 
produces sweet edible blue black berries. Very hardy. Often confused 
with the exotic tibouchina.  2m 

Melicope elleryana - 
Pink Euodia 

Small to medium sized tree with dense crown.  Fruit is a light brown 
thin-walled capsule to 6cm across containing seeds enclosed in a 
fleshy aril. 5-8m 

Neolitsea dealbata - 
White Bolly Gum 

A striking feature of this under story tree are the young white 
drooping leaves that are covered in dense rusty coloured hairs. 
Mature leaves are so glossy that the wax can be melted from the 
leaves under heat. 15m 10m 

Omalanthus nutans - 
Native Bleeding 
Heart  

A shrub or small tree with soft green leaves above and grey/green 
underneath.  The mature leaves often turn a dark red.  The two-lobed 
bluish capsular fruits ripen from December through to March. 6m  5-6m 

Pittosporum  
rhombifolium - QLD 
Holly 

Hardy and reliable attractive tree. Spectacular when the whole crown 
turns white with masses of flowers in summer, followed by three 
months of bright orange fruits. Neatly pyramidal in shape.  5-8m 

Pittosporum 
undulatum - 
Australian Daphne 

A popular Aust. Species with a wide dome reaching up to 12 metres.  
Produces profuse clusters of creamy white, bell-shaped flowers in 
spring.  Prefers moderate to warm climates. 5-8m 

Rhodomyrtus 
psidioides (S/T) - 
Native Guava 

A small dense shrub, with white/pink flowers appearing in clusters in 
Spring or Summer. The leaves have a sweet, fruity smell when 
crushed and are unusually glossy below. Fast-growing and hardy in 
most conditions. Tolerate light frosts. 2-6m 

Sarcopteryx stipitata 
- Steelwood 

A dainty small tree or large shrub with fine pointed leaves which are a 
beautiful bright pink colour when new. Suitable for tub-growing and 
as a shade tree. Fruits are red with black seeds and are bird-
attractive. Hardy in sun or shade. 6-8m 

Syzgium paniculata 
select - Magenta 
Cherry 

 Most popular native hedging plant in Aust. Attractive dense glossy 
new growth. Also edible fruit. 3m 

Syzygium australe - 
Scrub Cherry 

A medium tree with dense foliage, reddish growth tips and bright red 
or pink edible fruits. Hardy in most conditions if ample water is 
provided. Tolerates full sun and some frost. 5-20m 

Syzygium luehmanii 
- Riberry 

An attractive shade and specimen tree.  New pink to red growth with 
creamy white flowers followed by coral-red, pear shaped edible fruit. 6-20m 

Syzygium wilsonii - 
Powderpuff lillypilly 

Small to medium pendulous shrub to 3m high.  New foliage is a very 
attractive bright pink.  Flowers are large and crimson occurring in 
large fluffy heads. 2-3m 



Tabernaemontana 
pandacaui - Banana 
Bush 

An under story plant native to mid north NSW to North QLD. 
Appreciates good light but not direct sun. These pretty yellow fruits 
resemble tiny bananas however they are not edible.  1-4m 

Toechima 
dasyrrhache 

Small tidy tree with slender trunk and compact crown. Red fruits are 
bird attractive. Suitable as a street tree. Hardy in full sun. 8-10m 

Xanthostemon 
chrysanthus - 
Golden penda 

A highly ornamental tree with beautiful yellow flowers with prominent 
anthers occurring in winter. Beautiful glossy green leaves. 10m 

 


